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DESCRIPTION:   Budget Unit 1-301 County Counsel 
 
The County Counsel serves as the chief civil law lawyer for the County of Sutter with duties prescribed by state 
statute and local ordinance.  County Counsel is responsible for attending meetings of the Board of Supervisors, 
the County Planning Commission, the Local Agency Formation Commission, and the Assessment Appeals 
Board. The office represents the Public Guardian in establishing and renewing conservatorships and the Child 
Protective Services Division of the Welfare and Social Services Department in juvenile court proceedings.  The 
office renders legal opinions in writing and orally in response to requests from the Board of Supervisors, county 
officers, department heads, Gilsizer County Drainage District, Feather River Air Quality Management District, 
and other special districts.  The County Counsel prosecutes and defends lawsuits on behalf of the County 
including those related to planning and zoning, the California Environmental Quality Act, code enforcement, bail 
bond forfeitures, writs of mandate, personnel arbitrations and court cases, tax matters, and other complex 
litigation.  As well, the office coordinates with the Risk Manager regarding claims against the County and tort 
defense by selected outside counsel. 
 
DEPARTMENT REQUEST: 
 
Requested Net Expenditures for FY 2008-09 total $1,148,228.  This is an increase of $ 63,727 (5.9%) from 
the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget.  Departmental Revenues are requested to total $40,000, which is an 
increase of $24,000 (150%) over the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget.  Therefore, the requested Unreimbursed 
Cost of this budget is $1,108,228, which is $39,727 (3.7%) higher than last year. 
 
The request for salaries and benefits increased by $63,591 (7%) over the FY 2007-08 adopted budget.   
This increase includes the modification of the two (2) existing Deputy County Counsel III positions and one 
(1) existing Deputy County Counsel IV position into three (3) flexibly-staffed Deputy County Counsel I-IV 
positions. This will allow the employment of attorneys based on experience and qualifications ranging from 
the recent law school graduate to a seasoned public law attorney with several years experience.  No new 
positions have been added. 
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Total departmental revenue requested is $40,000, which is an increase of $24,000 (150%) compared to the 
FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget. This is primarily due to fees from private mental health facilities and bail bond 
forfeitures.  
 
CAO RECOMMENDATION: 
 
This budget is recommended at $1,148,825 which is $597 more than requested.  Revenues are 
recommended as requested.  The Unreimbursed Cost of this budget is $1,108,825, which is $40,324 
(3.8%) greater than the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget. 
 
Salaries and Benefits are recommended as requested. 
 
Services and Supplies are recommended as requested. 
 
Other Charges are recommended at $16,555 which is $597 more than requested. This is primarily due to a 
decrease in Interfund Information Technology charges.  
 
Intrafund charges are recommended as requested.  
 
Revenues are recommended as requested. 
 
The County Counsel concurs with the recommended budget. 
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DESCRIPTION:   Budget Unit 2-106 Public Defender 
 
The Public Defender’s Office, when appointed by the Court, represents defendants charged with crimes 
committed in Sutter County who cannot afford their own attorney, including juveniles.  When the Welfare 
Division takes children into custody, the Public Defender may be appointed to represent parents of the 
minors. Mental Health, through the County Counsel’s office, files Petitions for Appointment of Conservators, 
and the Public Defender is appointed to represent those people, along with Writs of Habeas Corpus filed by 
not only residents of Sutter County, but also Yuba County residents who are held in the Bi-County Mental 
Health facility.  On civil matters, when the Department of Child Support Services and private attorneys file 
complaint charges for non-support against indigent persons, a Public Defender may be appointed as well. 
 
DEPARTMENT REQUEST: 
 
Requested Net Expenditures for FY 2008-09 total $669,480, which is an increase of $122,562 (22.4%) from 
the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget.  Revenues are requested at $9,740, which is an increase of $4,740 from 
the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget.  Therefore, the requested Unreimbursed Cost of this budget is $659,740, 
which is an increase of $117,822 (21.7%) from the prior year.    
 
The request for services and supplies increased by $116,800 (27.5%) over the FY 2007-08 adopted 
budget.  This is primarily due to an increase in Professional and Specialized Services.  This account is 
budgeted for three felony attorneys who exclusively handle felonies and violation of probation cases and 
two misdemeanor attorneys who handle the weekly misdemeanor calendar. The request is due to an 
increase in case load, severity of crimes, increase in trials and cost of living adjustments. The attorneys are 
contracted with the Public Defender. 
 
CAO RECOMMENDATION: 
 
This budget is recommended at $671,798 which is $2,318 more than requested.  Revenues are 
recommended as requested.  The Unreimbursed Cost of this budget is $662,058, which is $120,140 
(22.2%) greater than the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget. 
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Salaries and Benefits are recommended as requested. 
 
Services and Supplies are recommended as requested. 
 
Other Charges are recommended at $8,486 which is $2,318 more than requested. This is due to an 
increase in Interfund Information Technology charges.  
 
Revenues are recommended as requested. 
 
The Public Defender concurs with the recommended budget. 
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